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To deny or evade our stipulations, sir, is to commit a
crime which every honest mind must consider with abhor-
rence, and to establish a precedent which may be used
hereafter to our own destruction.

To forsake an ancient ally only because we can receive
no immediate advantage from his friendship, or because it
may be in some degree dangerous to adhere to him; to
forsake him when he most wants our good offices, when
he is distressed by his enemies, and deserted by others
from whom he had reason to hope for kinder treatment, is
the most despicable, the most hateful degree of cowardice
and treachery.

The obligations of interest, sir, it is not often needful to
enforce, but it may be observed on this occasion, that a
single year of neglect may never be retrieved. We may,
sir, now be able to support those whom, when once dis-
possessed, it will not be in our power to restore; and that
if we suffer the house of Austria to be overborne, our pos-
terity, through every generation, may have reason to curse
our injudicious parsimony, our fatal inactivity, and our
perfidious cowardice.

With what views the king of Prussia concurs in the
French measures, or upon what principles of policy he
promises to himself any security in the enjoyment of his
new dominions, it is not easy to conjecture; but as it is
easy to discover, that whatever he may propose to himself,
his conduct evidently tends to the ruin of Europe, so he
may, in my opinion, justly be opposed, if he cannot be di-
verted or made easy.

Nor can we, sir, if this opposition should incite him, or
any other power, to an invasion of his majesty's foreign
dominions, refuse them our protection and assistance: for
as they suffer for the cause which we are engaged to sup-
port, and suffer only by our measures, we are at least, as
allies, obliged by the laws of equity and the general com-
pacts of mankind, to arm in their defence; and what may
be claimed by the common right of allies, we shall surely
not deny them, only because they are more closely united
to us, because they own the same monarch with ourselves.